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congrats to everyone 
who participated. 

Gabo 
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Inside this issue: 

This week Mallacoota P-12 
College has moved to 
remote and flexible learning 
for term 2 due to the 
current Covid restrictions 
in place across Victoria.   

Victoria’s Education 
Minister has said that all 
children who can learn 
from home, must learn 
from home. 

On-site school supervision 
is a last resort. 

Students who do not have 
internet connection or 
suitable devices at home are 
encouraged to contact our 

School Office on 5158 0254.  

Latest advice from the Health 
Department is that 
playgrounds are out of 
bounds, and drinking 
fountains around the school 
are not to be used. 

Students are encouraged to 
complete their work for each 
subject at the timetabled time 
and contact their teacher in 
that time window by Google 
Classroom, email or phone if 
they have any questions or are 
seeking clarification in 
preparation for next week.  

More school news on page 7. 

Coota kids switch to 
online learning in a 

COVID world 

A local celebration of 
International Women’s Day 

Remember when we 

used to be able to 

gather in groups of 

more than two 

outside?! 

International 

Women’s Day wasn’t 

that long ago, and 

three remarkable 

women in 

Mallacoota spoke at 

the U3A forum. 

Read about three 

talented Mallacoota 

women - Brodie, 

Francesca and 

Sandra—who have 

all contributed much 

to the Mallacoota 

community. See 

pages 10-11. 
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From the Editor 

Welcome to Term 2, what a different world to the 

one in the last Mouth edition a month or so ago. 

This edition comes to you from a very respectful 

social distancing location more than 1.5 metres 

away. At this stage the Mouth will be delivered 

online free of charge, so please forward on to 

anyone who may enjoy reading what’s happening in 

Mallacoota. Feedback welcome! 

In the last month we’ve learnt a whole new 

phraseology that is ruling how we live our lives – 

social distancing, iso, #stayhome, ‘flattening the 

curve’, and we’re all armchair experts in graph 

reading. While we all do what we can to minimise 

the spread and we watch the world around us with 

concern, the pandemic also brings out the spirit of 

humour. We will never look at toilet roll paper on 

supermarket shelves the same again. And boy, will 

we come out of this pandemic with clean hands.  

CC Bloomfield has sent us the first instalment of her 

COVID Column – and it’s a wicked take on the toilet 

roll saga that marks 2020. Definitely worth a read 

on page 8-9. 

How are you getting through lockdown? Are you 

baking like Martha Stewart on speed? Panic baking 

not buying is far more practical. Ticking off the 

binge watch list? Knitting some super cool warm 

winter woollies? Is that massive Easter stockpile 

disappearing a little too quickly? 

Some have been doing half-marathons around their 

houses while in compulsory 14 day quarantine. 

Others have been swept up in the chance to learn a 

new skill or brush up on a favourite old hobby that 

they suddenly have time for again. I’ve jumped onto 

the ‘30-day yoga challenge’ brigade, and am finding 

it’s a great start to the day. Positives in Covid-era 

abound, even though I can’t wait to rejoin my 

favourite yoga class in Mallacoota when life returns 

to normal.  

Send an email of how you are going or whatever else 

you would love to see in these pages to 

mallacootamouth@gmail.com as we keep it ticking 

over in some form or other. Finally thanks to Don 

Ashby for his hard work producing the Republik for 

Mallacoota – now going monthly after this week. A 

man of many talents! 

mailto:mallacootamouth@gmail.com
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DIARY LISTINGS 

25 April Anzac Day 

28 April Bushfire royal commission   

  submissions due 

30 April  Competition for nesting boxes  
  closes 

31st Dec New year’s eve (take 3) …. 

TIDE TIMES  

Times  taken  at  Gabo  Island 

WEEKLY WEATHER FORECAST 

SOURCE: WEATHERZONE 

WHERE’S WALLY IN 

MALLACOOTA  DURING 

COVID? 
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Letters to the editor 
Something on your mind? Email mallacootamouth@gmail.com 

To the people of Mallacoota and Gipsy 
Point, 

For the last 12 years we have been 
visiting Mallacoota and Gipsy Point. 
Our grandmother Kayzee bought a 
small house on the river in Gipsy Point 
for herself and her six kids and she says 
it is the best thing she ever did. 

For us Gipsy Point is a very special 
place. Every Easter we go for picnics up 
the Genoa River at a little picnic place 
known to the locals as Romeo and 
Juliet. Romeo and Juliet are two huge 
goannas who will often waddle down to 
share your picnic. Beware! 

Our Mum and Dad got engaged in a 
little boat up the Genoa. Dad jokes that 
it was the best fishing trip he has ever 
had, he caught five big bream and a 
fiancé.  

We have lots of memories of learning 
how to fish on the river, learning to surf 
at Bastion Point, long beach days 
followed by meat pies from the bakery, 
delicious coffee from Taki at Origami, 
dumplings from Lucy’s, buying up 
goodies from the market and hiking up 
Genoa Peak. 

Because of Coronavirus, this is the first 
time we have not been to Mallacoota 
for Easter for more than a decade. After 
the terrible summer and the tragedy of 
the bushfires, more than ever we 
wanted to come back and support the 
local community 

We wanted to let you know that we are 
thinking of you all in Mallacoota and 
Gipsy Point and send you lots of love. 
Your beautiful community and 
environment has a very special place in 
our hearts. We know you are a strong 
community and we will see you soon. 

From Leo (11), Astrid (9) and Rafael (6) 
Panton (pictured) 

(and Jack and Kristen) 

TIPS FOR MINIMISING INTERNET 

DATA USAGE 

WebEx 

Video conferencing takes up the most amount of 

data. Where possible, have your children turn off 

their cameras. This will halve the amount of data 

being used. When doing a presentation, or anything 

where they need to visually show what they are 

doing, they can turn the video on and then off again 

when finished. Staff will also, where possible, 

minimise their use of video, using it only when 

presenting. The school is also exploring other video 

conferencing software that may stream better. 

Videos 

On most platforms there will be a settings icon 

(usually a gear). This can be clicked and usually the 

viewer can change the quality, changing from high 

(or HD) to low can reduce the data usage by up to 

70%. It is important to note that Google Classrooms 

(itself, not necessarily the links student may click 

from it), uses a small amount of data compared to 

WebEx and Videos. If you are concerned about your 

home internet usage, please contact the school for 

support. 

- Simon Berry 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Got something on? Yes, even #bin_night counts. Email mallacootamouth@gmail.com 

FUNDS FOR SPORTS CLUBS 

The Alliance for Sports Recovery (Australian 

Olympic Committee, Paralympics Australia, 

Commonwealth Games Australia and the 

Australian Sports Foundation) is seeking 

grant applications from community sports 

clubs and others affected by the recent 

bushfires. 

Suggested grant values are up to $20,000 to 

replace essential lost or damaged equipment, 

uniforms and fees. 

“We know that sport plays a significant role 

in fostering positive mental health and 

rebuilding community and individual 

resilience,” said Patrick Walker, CEO of the 

Australian Sports Foundation. 

Conscious of the many challenges currently 

facing community sports clubs and their 

volunteers due to the Coronavirus, the grant 

application process has been made as simple 

as possible, and affected clubs are invited to 

review the grant guidelines and submit an 

application at https://

grants.sportsfoundation.org.au. 

This may be of interest to clubs including the 

Mallacoota Soccer Club, Mallacoota Cricket 

Club, Mallacoota Boardriders Club, 

Mallacoota Golf Club, and Mallacoota 

Gymnastics and Halls & Rec. 

FORMER MOUTH EDITOR 

PUBLISHES BOOK! 

A Teacher's Memoir of Winning Strategies 

Published by Richard Routh 

Last November 2019, former Mallacoota 

teacher and Mouth Editor Richard Routh 

launched a new book titled Pay Attention 

Please A Teacher's Memoir of Winning 

Strategies at the Edith Cowan University 

Learning Hub in Bunbury. 

There are 50 chapters on a variety of teaching 

topics. The book is aimed at Education 

students, teachers and youth workers. 

The book is available as an E book and 

paperback on Amazon.com. au , Booktopia or 

by writing to rrouth@westnet.com.au by post. 

BUSHFIRE ROYAL 

COMMISSION 

Sometimes referred to as the ‘Bushfires Royal 

Commission’, the Commission will examine 

coordination, preparedness for, response to and 

recovery from disasters as well as improving 

resilience and adapting to changing climatic 

conditions and mitigating the impact of natural 

disasters. The inquiry will also consider the 

legal framework for Commonwealth 

involvement in responding to national 

emergencies. 

The Commission is now accepting public 

submissions on the 2019-20 bushfire season 

from individuals, community groups and the 

broader community. 

You can make a submission via https://

naturaldisaster.royalcommission.gov.au/ or call 

1800 909 826 to make a submission over the 

phone. 

Submissions close Tuesday 28th April 

2020. 

HOUSING PAYMENTS FOR 
BUSHFIRE-AFFECTED 

Bendigo Bank, in partnership with the Victorian 

Government, has announced up to $10.1 million 

in housing assistance relief payments - raised 

through the Victorian Bushfire Appeal - is being 

distributed to more than 400 Victorian 

households destroyed or severely damaged by 

this summer’s devastating bushfires. 

With strict social distancing measures also now 

in place across Victoria to combat the spread of 

COVID-19, replacing lost items to assist with 

https://naturaldisaster.royalcommission.gov.au/node/571
https://naturaldisaster.royalcommission.gov.au/node/571
https://naturaldisaster.royalcommission.gov.au/
https://naturaldisaster.royalcommission.gov.au/
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distancing requirements and securing a safe 

place to live has seldom been more important. 

Windermere Child and Family Services - an 

independent community service organisation - 

will coordinate and distribute housing 

assistance relief payments of $25,000 to 405 

Victorian households on behalf of the Appeal.  

These funds will be used to alleviate the costs 

associated with securing accommodation and 

replacing household and personal items lost to 

the bushfires. 

FLUSH LOO PAPER ONLY 

East Gippsland Water is reminding customers 

to only flush toilet paper down the loo and not 

kitchen paper, tissues or wipes, as these can 

lead to sewer blockages and overflows and 

should be placed in the bin instead. 

Other items for the bin include sanitary pads, 

tampons, incontinence pads and disposable 

nappies. 

Wipes, including those marked as ‘flushable’, 

cause a significant problem when put down the 

toilet. They simply do not break down in the 

sewer system, blocking pipes and jamming up 

equipment such as heavy duty sewer pumps. 

This is very costly for East Gippsland Water to 

address. 

If you encounter a problem, call East Gippsland 

Water’s 24 hour emergency and faults service 

on 1300 134 202. 

BAIRNSDALE SKATE PARK 

GETS UPGRADE 

East Gippsland Shire Council says the new 

Bairnsdale Skate Park is a step closer after a 

construction contract was awarded at this 

month’s East Gippsland Shire Council meeting. 

Council accepted the tender from Grind 

Projects for $495,330. 

The upgrade includes removing and modifying 

the park’s steel elements, which will result in a 

variety of new features for skate park users 

when combined with the additional obstacles. 

The Mallacoota Sanctuary Youth Drop-in 

Centre has been busy working on skate park 

designs for Mallacoota and is keen to get the 

ball rolling on a serious skatepark upgrade for 

the youth of Mallacoota. 

FIREWOOD COLLECTION 

Specific location details are available in the 

interactive maps at www.ffm.vic.gov.au/

firewood/find-a-firewood-collection-area. 

Some of the new collection areas will contain 

small stockpiles of relocated wood from fire 

affected areas and unburnt wood leftover from 

strategic firebreak construction. 

Around the township of Mallacoota, previously 

inaccessible areas of interface between State 

forest and local roads where hazardous tree work 

has been completed are now also accessible for 

firewood collection. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

C’mon there must be something on? Yes, seagull conventions count. Email mallacootamouth@gmail.com 

http://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood/find-a-firewood-collection-area
http://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood/find-a-firewood-collection-area
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THE COVID CHRONICLES: CORONA & CLACKERS 

By CC Bloomfield 

Lately I have been reminiscing about 

childhood visits to my grandfather’s house, 

particularly my grandfather’s outhouse. I 

loved the “dunny,” because it was novel, 

unchartered territory, a bit like the 

coronavirus.  Even the word “dunny” had an 

exotic tone.  It was the aesthetic features of 

Poppy’s toilet that entertained me. 

First, the cistern was perched near the ceiling 

and made of metal with a filigree design.  The 

bowl was cracked with age and stained but the 

brand name, Fowlers was clear.  Poppy’s 

dunny had a chain I could only reach if I 

stood atop the faded black Bakelite lid.   

The walls were pitted asbestos and the bare 

internal frame doubled as shelves for 

matches, a ceramic ornament of a chubby-

cheeked child sitting on a chamber pot, a 

pencil possibly for Poppy’s cryptic 

crosswords, a pair of scissors and a bible.  

There was also a wooden crate filled with old 

newspapers.  The floor was bare concrete, 

freezing in winter but there were so many 

exciting things to distract from the cold, 

notably the wildlife.  Daddy long legs set up 

their filament homes along the corners, but 

were reclusive, unless I poked them with the 

pencil and set them wobbling on gangly legs 

for safety.  There were ants, flies, cockroaches 

and the odd red belly black, all coexisting 

harmoniously in this little ecosystem. 

What was most fascinating was the hook 

made from thick fencing wire upon which 

were threaded squares of neatly cut thin 

newspaper, quality print like that of The 

Guardian, international edition today.  It 

was special newspaper I realise unlike the 

thick, loosely fibred tabloid papers that tear 

easily. No, Poppy’s newspaper had a firmness 

to its weave yet a tissue-like softness which 

made it perfect for wiping bums.  My memory 

has been sojourning in Poppy’s dunny, 

focusing on those squares of newspaper.  I 

have been needing an alternative to toilet 

paper because, five weeks after the first toilet 

paper wars erupted, I still can’t buy any and I 

have a houseful of bums that are getting testy. 

When coronavirus panic set in and consumers 

rushed for toilet paper, I waited patiently for 

several reasons.  First, contrary to what 

people believed, the principal symptoms of 

coronavirus did not include torrential 

diarrhoea.  Secondly, Australia manufactures 

its bog rolls so we theoretically can’t run out.  

Thirdly, Poppy’s loo paper was not unlike the 

almost-transparent pages of bibles found in 

the bedside drawers of hotel rooms and I had 

a few of those; this was an option of last resort 

given my Catholic upbringing.  And finally, if 

we ended up in lockdown, one needed food 

more than toilet rolls.  So, while people fought 

over loo paper, I slipped in like a mongrel dog 

and stocked up on lentils, split peas, 

chickpeas and black beans.  It seemed people 

hadn’t worked out the obvious; legumes make 

for well-formed stools that require very little 

wiping and that’s a bonus during The Great 

Toilet Paper famine of 2020. 

But things took a turn for the worse.  Lost 

employment and kids at home, not school.  

Toilet paper, I realise, is truly a fringe benefit 

if we spend a good deal of our time at work 

and school.  

Worse, lockdown for me has become 

synonymous with increased urinary and 

gastrointestinal waste.  There are endless cups 

of tea and hot chocolate and marathon baking 

sessions – biscuits, puddings, bread, even 

casseroles and roasts.  No one wants to eat 

legumes in lockdown.   

The rising panic I had about sourcing toilet 
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CORONA & CLACKERS 

… continued 

paper caused my bowels to loosen, consuming 

more of this precious resource.  And the stress 

only made me eat and drink more creating this 

vicious cycle. 

Things were becoming desperate.  What if?  

And why?  I still can’t buy toilet paper.  I have 

rationed the children.  Two squares for a 

female wee (none for the male) and five for a 

poo.  It’s not working because I can’t police it.  

I sought advice from friends.  A bidet?  

Limited water pressure in my pipes.  Phone 

book?  Haven’t seen one for years because no 

one uses them anymore.  Air mail writing 

paper?  No one writes letters these days.  Oh, 

why couldn’t coronavirus have hit 20 years 

ago. I formulated two scenarios. I could 

“remove” toilet paper from public amenity 

blocks, but that would be a sin.  Or I could buy 

The Guardian, international edition, $10 

which is a small fortune now I am 

unemployed.   

 

Theft versus debt.  Neither was attractive 

and that left only prayer, a default position 

for Catholics. 

The Lord said, Ask and it shall be given to 

you (Matthew 7:7) but that seemed like a 

load of crap in the circumstances.  

Australia really had run out of toilet paper. 

So, you could not imagine my ecstasy when 

I returned home on dusk last Sunday and 

spied a phone book protruding from my 

letterbox.  Manna and a lot more from 

heaven.  I fingered the local edition’s pages, 

soft to the touch yet firm when stressed, 

much like The Guardian, international 

edition, just like Poppy’s toilet paper.  Two 

hundred and forty-eight pages or 124 uses.  

Thank you, Lord.  My gaze shifted to the 

letterboxes of my neighbours.  Night was 

falling fast, no one uses phone books 

anymore and no commandments would be 

broken.  
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After our 40 days in the wilderness, U3A 

welcomed the three heroes, together with 

the 40 members and guests who helped 

make the day memorable. Bob Fisher set 

the tone by declaring the day was about 

gender equity, not gender dominance of one 

over the other. Here is to International 

Women’s Day celebrated here on the 6TH 

March 2020. 

 

Sandra Tozer, the param edic in 

charge of the ambulance here in Mallacoota, 

learned to speak for herself in the rough 

and tumble of a big family, skills of some 

importance when she served in the frenetic 

atmosphere of Melbourne ambulance. it 

took some time for entrenched male 

members to acknowledge her qualities. She 

then went to the country expecting some 

quieter times. At Maffra she soon found 

herself in charge and so to Mallacoota. As 

the fires took hold in Buchan and Omeo, 

she together with a colleague from Orbost, 

thought about the real possibility of the 

Prince’s Highway being cut from the south. 

The unthinkable was upon us; in 

Mallacoota, cut off! A plan was needed to 

deal with all the unknowns- transportation, 

food, evacuation of the sick and a million 

other previously unthought of 

contingencies. 

All those years of clinical experience and 

management came together to formulate 

the plan. In those early days of chaos, order 

was being restored, and Sandra worked 

with the CFA, with the overall oversight of 

Victoria Police. The plan went into action, 

not without some misgiving on Sandra’s 

part. She was congratulated at a community 

meeting because she had some idea how to 

deal with the size of it. She become adept at 

weighing up how to deal with planes 

overhead which could not land because of 

the thick smoke haze. These planes were 

waiting to take the elderly and the very 

young to safety. Here is one instance of 

dedicated individuals using their expertise, 

rising to the challenge to everyone’s 

advantage.  

 

The next speaker was Brodie Gaudion, who 

grew up here and left school in 2008. Since 

then, she has worked in Scotland and 

Germany. Most of her work was among the 

disadvantaged. Those who have no voice 

and whose needs are great. Brodie noted 

that the work is not glamorous but she is 

drawn to it. She noted wryly that when such 

work is around the heavy lifting falls to 

women. Her work helped some individuals 

to maintain some human dignity. It is not 

surprising that on her return to Mallacoota, 

she quickly identified with young people, 

especially young women, as a group 

overlooked in the face of the overwhelming 

needs of the older citizens especially in this 

time of crisis.  

Brodie is not clearly one to sit on her hands. 

She took action. She had noticed that 

anyone can be safe if kept as it were in the 

dark. It is true but anyone kept apart lacks 

the confidence to go out and about and 

enjoy the full flavour of life in safety. To this 

end, she has set up a youth centre as a 

gathering point and of a way of assessing 

the needs of this particular group and 

working to hone their personal skills.   

Anyone who saw the third speaker 

Francesca Winterson could not doubt 

CELEBRATION OF INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

WITH THREE LOCAL HEROES - U3A RETURNS!  

By Glinda Major for U3A 
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her boundless enthusiasm and her 

determination to make everyday life better 

for her chosen group. Francesca observed 

that the student working as a waitress has 

many skills above and beyond carrying heavy 

plates. She needs to be adept at warding off 

sleepy drunks without giving too much 

offence. After all, she wants to keep her job 

for survival reasons. Mallacoota needs to be 

proud of her young multitalented citizens!   

 

Francesca was at the helm during those most 

challenging times during late December and 

January, at 3MGB. Anyone who was here 

during the 1983 fires was aware that the only 

information Mallacoota was getting was 

filtered through many hands and was not up 

to date. Hence there was a push to set up a 

local station, 3MGB. Anyone who has lived 

through similar situations will know that 

accurate and timely information is key. Then 

why was it that the station was off the air in 

those critical early days and why almost 

singlehanded Francesca had to main the 

Control Centre? As so often happens 

everything that could have gone wrong did. 

The station had recently installed solar 

panels to try to make it independent of 

mains power in just this eventuality, but the 

generator could not be accessed. Why?   

The key  had been removed. Help did arrive 

in the shape of a white knight who had been 

working on Gabo Island. In addition, 

Francesca felt she was undertrained having 

recently arrived in Mallacoota. Happily there 

were some locals who were expert in the 

ways of the station who supported her while 

she had to concentrate on keeping the show 

on the road. Another complication not yet 

mentioned was that the power supply to the 

CELEBRATION OF INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

WITH THREE LOCAL HEROES - U3A RETURNS!  

… continued 

transmitter was burnt out. Other volunteers 

brought food in and she was able to have an 

occasional cat nap in the studio. 

 

The radio station was advised that the State 

Emergency Warning Signal was to be 

sounded. Some will be familiar with its 

melancholy Whoop, just like that of a lonely 

Wonga Pigeon; of course, it fell on deaf ears. 

The CFA were able to comply. Somehow 

Francesca manned the station almost single 

handed for 36 hours. There were many 

helpers given that many of the key personnel 

had been evacuated. 

 

The presentation ended with her choir 

sending their good wishes to Francesca, 

knowing that music has been a great solace to 

her in these past days.   

 

In this way an inspiring session came to a 

close. No tribute would be complete without 

mentioning the personnel who kept the water 

supply going during the worst times. Has 

anyone thought about how many people were 

out hosing their own and neighbour’s houses 

and activating roof sprinklers?  Every move 

would have been so much worse without 

water. 
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Priest: “Christ is risen” 

Congregation “He is risen indeed.” 

It’s how a normal Easter Sunday church service 
begins. 

Last year, between the dawn sunrise service at 
Betka and a 9am communion at St Peter’s we 
had around 120 people celebrate Easter Sunday 
in Mallacoota. 

This year, I have no idea how many people 
thought beyond bunnies and chocolate, to 
remember the Christian basis for Easter or the 
wonder of the message of the resurrection of 
Jesus. Instead of putting the details and 
attendance figures in the service register, 
instead I wrote “Radio Church #3. 9am on 
3MGB. Attendance: ?” 

This unknown is just one of a million ways in 
which this Easter, however we celebrated it, was 
different to all others that have gone before – 
and HOPEFULLY – all others that will follow.  

In a year when maybe we were just starting to 
feel like we might be finding ‘up’ again after the 
bushfires, we’ve been tumbled and shaken again 
with the advent of Corona-virus and all of the 
restrictions that it has brought to our lives. It 
was helpful to hear Dr Rob Gordon speak by 
webinar last week, and reaffirm that if we’re 
feeling tired, un-creative, unable to participate 
in the creative mayhem that friends are posting 
on social media that this is a completely normal 
exhaustion that comes 3-4 months after 
experiencing a trauma.  

As I said in my reflection on the radio on 
Sunday, maybe this year, in our confusion, 
tiredness and isolation we’re actually closer to 
the reality of the resurrection morning than in a 
normal year. For it wasn’t a morning of 
ceremony, of sermons, of well rehearsed choir 
anthems or worship teams playing the latest 
songs. It wasn’t sleek and professional and 
advertised with glossy brochures or going viral 
on youtube. 

Instead that first Easter Sunday, the 
resurrection morning was one where people 
were met by God where and as they were. Alone 
or in small groups. Huddled behind closed 
doors. In a cemetery. Grieving. Fearful and 
unsure of what was happening and what would 
happen next. 

The followers of Jesus had no expectation of a 
resurrection, all they had hoped for had died, 
and they were just going about their normal 
rituals of grieving trying to make sense of the 
grief, sadness and hopelessness. It its into that 
moment of nothingness that the risen Christ 
stepped, spoke and comforted.  

Over the next few weeks on radio-church I’ll be 
reflecting on several different people in the 
Bible that found new hope despite the 
seemingly hopeless situation that they were in. 
As I reflect on these stories I’ve been amazed at 
how relevant the message of hope in them is to 
our unfolding period of unknown. 

Our situation is unique, and yet others have 
walked before us along a path of fear, confusion, 
isolation, insecurity and unsettled times – and 
found hope to guide them through. May we each 
find hope in our lives in this post-Easter period.  

A massive thank you to the board of 3MGB who 
are enabling the Mallacoota community to have 
church over the air during this period when we 
are unable to meet at St Peter’s, it is greatly 
appreciated.  

EASTER IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC!  

By Rev Jude Benton 
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G’day Mallacoota, Gipsy and Genoa peeps 

… 

Challenging times eh ? First the fire – now 

the virus HOWEVER us country folk are 

resourceful and resilient! 

Are you looking for a boredom buster? 

Looking to help provide our native wildlife 

with a new home? Looking to win a great 

prize? Look no further! 

La Trobe University and the La Trobe 

Wildlife sanctuary (LTWS) have donated a 

pallet load of nest boxes that are ready to 

be installed in your backyard, to help our 

furry and feathered friends that are 

homeless after the fire.  

Now it’s up to us ‘Coota people to get ‘em 

out there … 

# Competition time # 

So … here’s the challenge : 

Request delivery of a nesting box. Fancy it 

up HOWEVER you like … paint it, stick 

stuff to it, draw on it, WHATEVER … these 

nesting boxes are a blank canvas waiting 

for YOU to create a masterpiece on. Once 

you have decorated it … install it in your 

yard, take a photo of your finished box 

and send it in … HOW EASY IS THAT ? 

WILDLIFE NEST BOXES: A HELPING HAND AFTER 

THE FIRES 

By Bryce Watts-Parker 

Two winners will be chosen, one under 10 

years old and one above 10 years old. 

Each winner in these categories will 

receive $50 cash and a copy of ‘What 

would happen do you suppose?’ 

Closing date for entries is 30th April 2020 

To request a nest box simply text the 

following to 0457331559 or send me 

(Bryce Watts-Parker) a Facebook message. 

Let me know your name and where you 

would like the box delivered to. And your 

preference of nest box: Possum or bird.  

Due to the current restrictions with social 

distancing we can only drop the nest 

boxes at the front of your property: it will 

be up to you to install them.         
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ADVICE, TIPS AND RESOURCES TO SUPPORT CHILDREN AS 
THEY LEARN FROM HOME   

by the Victorian Government 

When you start to think about 
helping your child to learn from 
home, remember that no one 
expects you to be a subject 
matter expert or teacher. The 
most important thing you can 
do is to continue to provide 
comfort, support and 
encouragement to your child. 

You can help your child to learn 
from home by working with 
their school and supporting 
your child as they undertake 
the activities provided. 

HOW THE SCHOOL 
WILL SUPPORT YOUR 

CHILD 

Your child’s school will: 

 communicate with you and 
your child about teacher 
responsibilities and what you 
and your child need to do 

 communicate with you and 
provide learning activities for 
your child to do at home 

 use their normal 
communication tools such as 
their website, newsletters, 
emails and other online tools 

 

ACCESS TO COMPUTER 
DEVICES AND 

INTERNET  

Your child's schools will contact 
you in the first week of Term 2 
to determine if your child needs 
access to the internet, or if they 
need to borrow a laptop or 
tablet. This will include 
children from disadvantaged 
and vulnerable backgrounds, 
and those who attend schools in 
bushfire-affected areas – these 
children will be given priority. 

The Department has partnered 
with Telstra to provide 1000  
dongle devices with internet 

access, and 4000 SIM cards 
that provide 4G internet access, 
for families who do not have 
access to the internet at home. 
These will be free of charge, for 
the next six months. 

Devices will be distributed in 
the first two weeks of Term 2. 

You do not need to understand 
how to use tablets or laptops. 
Most children have been using 
them at school and are familiar 
with how to use them. 

If you do not have internet 
access at home, talk to your 
school about how your child 
may receive materials that do 
not require online access. The 
materials are aligned to the 
Victorian Curriculum F-10.  

How you can support 
your child 

You can support your child by: 

 having a routine and setting 
expectations 

 making sure your child has 
a space to work in 

 providing a level of 
supervision suitable to your 
child’s stage of development 

 monitoring 
communications from teachers 

 checking in with your child 
often to help them manage and 
pace their work 

YOUR CHILD'S 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
DURING REMOTE 

LEARNING 

You should change these 
responsibilities according to the 
age and stage of your child. 

Your child's responsibilities 
include: 

 regularly monitor digital 

platforms for announcements 
and feedback from their 
teachers 

 do their best to meet 
timelines and due dates 

 communicate openly with 
their teachers and tell them if 
they have any concerns or 
issues 

 collaborate and support 
their classmates 

SETTING UP A 
LEARNING 

ENVIRONMENT 

Every home is different but it’s 
important to provide a quiet 
and comfortable space in which 
to learn. 

Where possible, extended 
learning should take place in a 
space your family shares. For 
example, a lounge room or 
dining room. These spaces are 
preferable over a bedroom, 
where your child can feel 
isolated and supervision can be 
more challenging. 

It should be a place: 

 that can be quiet at times 

 that has a strong internet 
signal, if possible 

where you or another adult is 
present as you would normally 
when your child is online, 
dependent on age 

ESTABLISHING 
ROUTINES AND 
EXPECTATIONS 

Start and end each day with a 
check-in to help your child:  

 clarify and understand the 
instructions they get from their 
teachers 

help them organise themselves 



Mallacoota Mouth #1765                                                                                                                         16th April 2020 

 

child to: 

 process the instructions 
they get from their teachers 

help them organise themselves 
and set priorities. 
You could also check-in with 
your child throughout the day. 
This depends on your child’s 
needs. 

RESOURCES: LITERACY  
Get parents involved with 
literacy includes programs and 
supports, including the 
‘Literacy and numeracy tips to 
help your child’ booklet. This 
booklet gives advice to parents 
with children from birth to year 
6 about supporting their child’s 
literary and numeracy learning. 

www.education.vic.gov.au/school/
teachers/teachingresources/
discipline/english/Pages/
litparents.aspx 

 
PREMIERS’ READING 

CHALLENGE 

The 2020 Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge is now open and 
provides a great incentive to 
spend more time reading. 

Ask your child’s teacher if their 
school is  taking part in the 
2020 Challenge.  

Participating schools will 
register your child and give you 
a username and password. 

All you need to do is start 
reading with your child every 
day.  

MATHEMATICS AND 
NUMERACY AT HOME  

Mathematics and numeracy at 
home provides links to a range 

and set priorities for their 
learning at home. 
A healthy daily routine is great 
for mental and physical health, 
as well as concentration and 
learning. 

Encourage regular exercise 
breaks. This might mean going 
for a walk, using exercise DVDs 
and apps, dancing, floor 
exercises or using home 
exercise equipment.  

Encourage healthy eating 
habits and make sure they 
drink enough water. 

Communicating with 
your child 

We encourage you to start and 
finish each day with a simple 
check-in. These check-ins can 
be a regular part of each day. 
Morning check ins 

In the morning, ask: 
What are you learning 

today?  
What are your learning 

targets or goals? 
How will you be spending 

your time? 
What resources do you 

need? 
What support do you need? 

Afternoon check-ins 

In the afternoon, ask: 
What did you learn today? 
What was challenging? You 

could come up with 
a way to deal with the 
same problem if it 
comes up again. 

Consider three things that 
went well today. Why 
were they good? 

Are you ok? Do you need to 
ask your teacher for 
something? Do you 
need help with 
something to make 
tomorrow more 
successful? 

 
These questions allow your 

of advice and resources for 
families. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
ENGINEERING AND 

MATHS (STEM) 
Find ways to engage children in 
science, technology, engineering 
and maths (STEM) experiences 
at https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/
learning/Pages/stem.aspx  

Visit the Fun at home webpage 
for more parent-focused resource 
at https://
fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/
funathome  

Mental health and 
wellbeing check-in 

 
Just as you set aside time for 
physical exercise, it is important 
to make time each day to check 
in on your child’s mental health 
and wellbeing. 
 
As your child adjusts to their 
new routine and not being able 
to see their friends in person, it 
is important to be understanding 
of their feelings of frustration, 
anxiousness and even anger – 
every child will react differently. 

Provide an opportunity to 
talk about how they feel 
and listen to what they 
say 

Identify one or two things 
they could do to address 
what they are concerned 
or angry about 

Ask how they are going, 
whether they are finding 
it easy or hard to learn 
remotely, and if there is 
anything they’d like your 
help with. 

 

ADVICE, TIPS AND RESOURCES TO SUPPORT CHILDREN AS 
THEY LEARN FROM HOME   

… continued 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/Pages/litparents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/Pages/litparents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/maths/Pages/maths-and-numeracy-at-home.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/maths/Pages/maths-and-numeracy-at-home.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/stem.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/stem.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/stem.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/stem.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/stem.aspx
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/funathome
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/funathome
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/funathome
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/funathome
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